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But if ye ball all 45 wickedly, FE pos be con- | 
Jan, oth 5 and 9 King. 
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7 H E Text 1105 us to A very ge- and 4 . 
nen Revolution in the Jews: Polity.) 2 cen 


THE Aae had 1 vorchfiftds to n Uh . 

Nation as à Temporal Prince; he directed their Counſels, 
eſtabliſned their Judicial and Political Laws ; he judged their 
Cauſes, and determined their Controverſies, either by fettled 
Rules, or, in more difficult Caſes, by immediate Aufweis 
from himſelf; be foughr their W either by his ow] m 
mediate Power and Conduct, or by extraordinary Perfons 
whom he enn raiſed op and Weder for this At 
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Harwin i muſt the-Nadan: i that your” "in ich Caſe, 
who had thus the Lok p for their King and Governor, even 


in their temporal Affairs. No wonder that they came wth + 


Triumph out of Egypt; that the Sea itſelf was a Path-way 
for their Feet; that they were fed with Bread to the ful, 
even in the Wilderneſs; that they ſcattered the Nations that 
reſiſted them before their Face; and that they were at laſt 
brought thro a conſtant Series of Victories and Miracles into 
the Land of Promiſe. Happy undoubtedly this People were, 
and might have been, if either their Experience of paſt De- 
liyerances, or the repeated Aſſurances of future Bleſſings, 
could have induced them to think ſo, or could have made 
them contented with their preſent Situation. But ſuch (1 
am W to 1 is the reſtleſs — of Mankind; 


'B that 
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. AS e n r bed ef C0 Go- 


| vernmears : ren the Su perititendancy of GOD Mfr 


could, not ſatisfy this betberſe inconſtant People, but they 
deſired another Lag de end; 515 the 25 8 75 of their 
- Neighbour Nations. 
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Ir may, perhaps, ſcem.. "oth obey wonderful how the 
Zews could poſſibly be weary: of fo great 4 Privilege, and 

er could induce them to defire a Change. The true Ac- 


coum of this Matter is, Events were not always b pro- 


ſperous as they expected thenvto! be fromthe All-fafficiency 


of that Being who directed their Affairs; but they were gfven 


(Las it is at the gth Verſe) into the Hand of Sera; into the 
Hand of the Philiſtines, and into the Hand of Moab. And 
though all theſe Misförtunes proceeded indeed from them- 
ſelves, not from any Inability: or Unwillingneſs in their 


KING and Goto defend them; yet they perverſely im- 
puted them to the Condition of their Government, rather 


an to the true Cauſe of them, the Wickedneſs of the Peo-- 


ple: And therefore, in order to prevent any Calamities for 


the future, they deſired that a King might be ſet over them, 


who; by his vISI BLE Preſence and Authority; might ſtrike 


Terror into their Enemies. This they thought would be a 
better SEC URITY' than what their preſent Circumſtances 


under an INVISI EEE RING afforded them: And they 
ſcem, I think, to have flattered themſelves ikewiſe with a 
farther: Advantage; that this new created Monarch would be 


ready to undertake their Cauſe and fight their Battles upon 


all Occaſions; and tfierefore the Succeſs of their Affairs 


would not ſo entirely depend on the Morality of their Be- 


ae as it did under the Divine Adminiſtration.” 2 ar | 
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If Sn h&Propiier antes them, «thi las their unt Blute 


VM ould nw be much worſe in many Roſpects under à King 
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vw MO: 'S N a8 it aid ech ar "if. 5 "ine 
nor-afide; from following the.Lorp; the FO BY, would not 
forſake his People; but if they till continued 1 45 SHEA 
15 ſhould moſt N be conſumed. VIEW 
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bade only what would be Gop's particular Treatment f 
the Zewsſb Nation if they continued to do wickedly. But 
nevertheleſs, as Gop's general Providence ruleth over the 
Kingdoms of tlie Earth, and as it appears from conſtant 


Experience and Obſervation upon the Hiſtory" of All States 
and Pcople,' that; Wickedneſs overthtowerk the” Thrones ney, 
of the Mighty; they may be properly, underſtocd to. Sr. 


pfteſs the certain Ruin of any Nation that continues to "do 
Evil: And that however excellent their Form of Goyetn- 
ment may be, whatever temporal Securities they may appear 
to have of Glory and Succeſs, . yet 45 the ey continue 10 Ao 
nals. they. hall be conſumed. e e, ee. 
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Ant Words therefore will NT us to. meditate: wat A 


8 very proper for this Day's Humiliation, namely, 
How, much in general the Intereſt. and 44 rity, os 
Nation is affected by. the e Wicked 5 0 2 

10 that are in a. t Et; 
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| People does in a natural Way deſtroy choſe Things in 'which 
the true Strength and Glory of a Nation conſilts: For con- 


ſider only what it is Which conſtitutes the Strength and Secu- 


rity. of a Nation; it is undoubredly the Wiſdom of its/Laws, 
the Number, Vigour, and Riches. of its Inhabitants; its Re- 
Purnich abroad, and its Unity at home: And theſe; 1 may 


venture to ſay, there is not one partichlar Vice but! What ; 


has more or leſs a Tendency to deſtroy. 


* 


. i $4.4 = * — — p »N 
5 4 A : a a OO * * 
771717: der 4 err REP oO oo 


Fo eit 


7 * 
* 4 
ao; » 0 po Woo Rr Er ry 


2 - 88 I NEED 


2? ? 4 & 5 
U | , * 
A 4 4. / 4 3 
N. vv 13 "Thi 


k 34 * Er th; thitance f in the ore groß J "ad dating. Sorts 
of "Wickedaet 8, ſuch 4 as. Violence, Rapine, Frauds, Petjurics, 
and thc like; ; by theſe the Laws 'of- all Nations declare, to 
be inconſiſtent with rüden Welfare, and puniſ as ſuch 
With the utmoſt Severity : Theſe are Things which Socictics 
of Pyrates and Robbers, out of Self-intereſt, nay, even So- 
Cicties of ot r Animals that live together, by mere Inſtinct 
WE led to avoid, 48 hd of an the Tower and N 
by, which ey ſubſiſt, - bones e | 
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Takx we therefore FI ſome of ww more private and 
common Vices, and their Influence, thougi it be more 
diſtant and inſenſible; will yet appear as certain and effectual 
to ruin a Nation. For inſtance, the publick cyil Effects of 

Intemperance and Debauchery, are not the leſs fatal becauſe 
85 they are flow. If Luxury and Exceſs weakens and impairs 
the beſt of Conſtitutions in particular Men, can we thin 
that, when it becomes a national Evil, it has not the ſame 
Effect upon the Body Politick! It is what political Writers, 
have with great Propricty, compared to a Conſumption in 
the natural Body; becauſe it inſenſibly cats out the Strength | 
and Vitals of a Nation, and turns every thing into Diſtemper 
and Deſtruction. For, let our Country be fruitful as the | 
Land of Canaan. itſelf, flowing with Milk. and Honey, i 
what Advantage is this to a Nation that makes its own Table 
4 Snare to it, and the Things which ſtould be for its Health 
an Occaſion of falling? Where is the Difference whether 
Blaſts or Debauches leſſen the Produce of our Country when 
the Strength of the Inhabitants is equally impaired one way 
as the other? Where is the Advantage that our Air is ſe- 
rene and wholeſome, that Plagues and Peſtilence ſo ſeldom 
| paſs through our Land, if Riot or Exceſs as effectually de- 
5 our Cities, or leave a Succeflion of weak enervated 
bjects, Vie want Fa bur to be e in order 15 
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148800 
be deſtroyed ?. Who : are like a crazy Carcaſe, 3555 upon Be 
fit Shock falls: at once into Ruin; ior!” (as) the- Prophet b 7 
a beautiful Metaphor tepreſents it) 27 Strong: holds bf ſuch" 
a-Nation are like Fig-Trees'« 2 5 their ff . K. 17 they 
be ſhaken they hall even fall into pt ath of The Eater, 
Thus it has always in fact been: The tate uxurious and 
debauched Nations Rave, fallen an eaſy Prey intò the Hands 
of the more hardy and ſevere. The Northern Oolonſes have 
throughout the wholc Courſe of Hitory diſſodg d the Southern 
and more cotrupted Nations, WhO with alt! their! Adwantages 
of Number and Riches, Were nothing biit à greatet Slaughter 
and a ticher: to the Invaders. Thus the Delights and 
Pleaſures of Capua were able to ſubdud an other wife in- 
vincible Army, Whomincither Labour) nor Want, nor long 
Travels, not repeated Battles; had! any: vifible Effect pon 
And the Event waz as bad its Hannibal, from tdb fhee a 
Enjoyment ot a! rich Country, as it was to: Sennacherib, 
when the- Angel of the Lord! fnore.the Camp of the A 
rians 3. for then both returned almoſt alone onto! heir mn 
wy. 1230 C4, ot of BIT0% ann 11 311 2 J is — A ot 48117 | 
i C2 PaOIbs31 A aud HOH 5 Send 1975 5150 Abe AT 
7 this is not the only Evil which Turtiry and Exceſs! 
produces to a Nation, that it 055 its Strength for Action; 
it takes away its Atlentiun like wild tothe: rope Opportu- 
nities of it? By à pleaſing Succeſliom of En ona takes | 
of; all Apprehenſion of Hanger, or Care: to prevent it; undo - 
makes them (as the Greet Otator zeproaches the Athonions) 
rather inclinable to believe every thing that ſcems to e 
Danger at a Diſtarice than ready to prepar® againiſt it updn 
the firſt Alarm.. And thus, lag: it: us in the Days SF. Nasb, | 
they, did eat, be drank,othey. plandedi rbey uin, any. 
iow till the Flood dam and tou them all away: eien 
with! ſuch a Nation, Deſtru@ion! ſhall come 
3 4 Day r not for it: in an Hour: in whic ir is 
not aware, and eee eee tl. 
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Wr duly idk, 10 4 0 obſerve any ochor 
Evert khan certain Rein, bethcir Adyantages what they will, : 
when we {de private?Tradeimen among ourſolves ſacrificing 
allto their Pleaſute aud Enjoyment. It is naturally true what 
' the Wiſe Man obſerves} that he auh loverh; Plæaſurt wil! 
%% poor Mani; if there was no. otter Incoveniency ariſing 
from it but only that Remifſneſs and Neglect of: Buſineſs, 

that Security and Infenfibility of Danger -whictva; Courſe of 

njoymentnatutally creates. But then if we add the certain 
Expenee which this Diſpoſition carries with it; how it finks- 

the Ttade and Commerce of à Nation, as much as the Ex- 
pence of carrying it on is encreaſed by the Luxury and ex- 
| reliant re, f thoſe that are employed in it how ĩt 
_ throws the Balance / and; Renkfit- of ub Trade upon others, 
in as much as our 'domeſtick Luxury requires: greater Sup- 

plies ſtom them than it returns to them If we conſider, 1 
ber theſe roncurren Cauſes of Poverty and Weakheis which 
the Lururꝝ of a Nation introdnces, one would think 
that nothing but the Inſenſibility which follows Exceſsvof- 
Enjeyment, could ever 9 755 a Nation 4 run headlong to 
| 1 Deffraion. len iz WER: GN, + 1 3c 2 2107-1 34 
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By ue d e ans; The lire ent will . 
duce among ee The ha of getting ing ug. 
other to ſupport that Expence. And tis a very conſiſtent 
Character Aich an excellent Hiſtorian e Diſturbers 
of his Times, that they were profuft of their o-wZ Fortunes, 
and eovetous of other Mens. This itt is which raiſes and ſup- 

potts the Violence of Party and Faction in a Naticit which 
appears diſguiſed with Zeal and Concern for pubhok Good, 
but has at the Bottom nothing elſe but the private Intereſts 


or covetous Deſigns of ſome fews who ſeeł / to. repait their 


broken Fortunes, and governia Nation by-dividing! it. Tis 
this that dways produces: chat abe «Which is. 
80 Df 'R Fl 
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too apt to prevail ina luxurious extravag zan ations b 
a Concurrence f Wint 4 id Appe Ee S J 


etite time Jays: 
us! open to every Temptation that 1 775 apy preſent Rey 


lief to us, and will lead us fitſt to betray. to. ne che; 
Privileges we enſoß among Hurſelves, and at. laſh. by an ca 
Tranſition, to tur Hitefings to a foreign S ate, and cxen ſe 
oe 95 5 itſelf to che belt Bidde 
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{won be needleſs to. gun 4 the pub ick Exils 
that ariſe from other AQs of Imemgernceth t a 

wirn Injury to Others, ſuch; as al 825 
Contfuſon of Marriages, and. the "like: 
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elented to 1 4 


e 
— tikewiſe to he how ee | | kind; 
are of a more ſimple Nature, pe ng 2 . and _ 
2 Deſtruction of Children; or at beſt ſuch a Neglect of Edu- 


cation as makes them little better than > "Fry the Fel 
and Difturbers of” their Countr 


be obſerved; and mourn: need not any f pA 
ee W wr 1 5 e ii N : ICE 2 

give me Ive th 0 e 
Wes Leaſonable and necell an) how fatal an 
ſeperal Vices of the Tongue have upon the Welfare — 
Proſperity of à Nation. Without entring into, cyery Patti 
citary RES ſuppoſe only a Diſpoſition in a Nation to back- 
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neral Diſcoutagement x hich this muſt give to Merit and laud- 


able Attanmerits; 7 beſides the Uncaſineſs, Reſentment and III. 


blood that it produces among private. Subſecks: : Beſides, all 


this; what has the common Enemy to do in ſuch A Caſe, 


bur (as Philip did among the States of Greece), to ſupply 


Materials for this Diſpoſition to exerciſe itſelf upon, throw 


in Aſperſions by which they may wound, weaken and alie- 


nate one another, and leave them to diſconcert and deſtroy 


themſelves." He need not exhauſt his Treaſure, or hite them 
to oppoſe thoſe Meafutes that are contrary to his Intereſt: 
Their very Deſire tô leſſen evety chitig that is great and 
noble will make them leave the Ship at large in a Storm, while 
each endeavours to detract from the other's Skill, Wiſdom 


and Penetration in the Management of it. Juſt Cauſe there- 
fore Had the Son of Sach ro ſay of tlie flandering and back- 
biting T ongue, 
N o_ overthrown the Houſes of great Men: The 
9 * ble People bath it e 2 955 an r, 
| the 2 Decay of mighty Nations.” | | 
4&3 2/2433 


Strong Cities of the Rich hath. it broken 
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| ren Pda this: 80 bed jo 4 wut 1 700 notice * 
one othet Inſtance of comprehenſive Wickedneſs which 3 | 
ſfroys* a national Intereſt and Proſperity, which is generally 


bite, traduce W ee one "Fa 4 [Ref des the ge 
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the Principle and Foundation of all the other Wickedneſſes | 


eligion-. 29.54. # 


| ee I mean too great: a 8 - and n to 
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wm EL1 Abe the chief Weins of Prebenkinz aud refor - 
ing all thoſe: Vices by which the Peace and good Order of a 
Nation is diſturbed, and its Strength inſenſibly impaired; It 


* 


4 


: is the beſt Preſerver of all thoſe ſociable Virtucs in Which the 


Comfort as Well as Security of a Society conſiſts: It waters 


them (if I may wſe the Exp preſſion), with the Dew of Heaven, 


encourages them with Hopes and Pe. far ſuperior to 


5£E013 4273 HA 2 any 


4 id e — — 


p F &- 4 — 6 a VB A a 4 
1 Sz & + 4 : . : *. 
* a 4 = o * 8 £3 
* — 0 7 # 
# * < £ , $. 
«+ 2 » —_ : 
* 


" _—_ ES 
- 0 f 4 * 3 
b- ; 


any thing this World can afford ; and it teaches all thoſe ' 2: 
 r&Jative. Duties, by Which the diſtinct Rights, of a;Society,of -- 
Men are, preſerved, in the: moſt exact and powerful Man- 
ner. So that, as Out Saviour ſays of the Preachers of it, 
tis the Sali of. ther Earth but if this Halt have oft. its 
oe and Effect upon us, wherewithi {hall We be ſZg- 
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croachments of Vice and Injuſtice; But Laws that ate made 


by the. wiſeſt Legiſlator muſt. be accommodated to the Tem- 1 
| "ct and Condition of the People to whom they are given, | 1 


ing it; they skin the Sore, but do not heal the Wound: They 
„ JJC 110 4-269. 
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icher Pen tration enough to, diſcover ſecket Wiexcd. 
e 0 fupy 0 chat Which is proſperous and 
p | Hhis Life on, de habe Hope 
and 75 eftation,. ud be indeed of? miſerable ; "Att 
Would be regt 19 85 50 by by lieh aftd” Jultice, but by Strength 
a Cüanez; and We fend depend onty on tllat feebl, 
Securiiy, the 8⁰⁰0 Nature of him that could and twonl; 
not Oppte rels us. Here then Religion comes into our Aid, 
and gives Hur Jaws at addjriona! Sanction p corrects them 
whete they! are Gerective, enforces them where they are weak, - 
Eten their "Taflgence, and' eſtabliſhes evety ching that can 
be in any Way for the Good of a Nation, by Powers and 
Tettors that ate irteſiſtible and unavoidable: No wonder 
then that the wiſe Lawgivers of Antiquity thought it of ſich 
Conſequetice to the Puplick, that the very Images and 
Temples of the Gods ſhould be ſet up in the City to preſerre 
the Power of religious "Conſiderations ſtrong upon the Minds 
of the People: No wonder that they made Religion a fuu- 
damental Part of that perfect Commonwealth they deſcribed. 
No one that conſiders wiſely the Nature of Men and Things, 
Eati polibly think otherwiſe of it in Theory. The greateſt 
Wonder to me is, how Men of Fortune and Diſtintion, who 
have the greateſt” Intereſt and Concern in the Proſperity of 
a Nation, VR) contradict this in Practice, and by their Poli- 
ticks Or Exan ple, diminiſh the Reverence due to Religion, 
With ic Vulgar. What Tmprudente is it (ſetting aſide the Im- 
piety) to take off this Reſtraint from Men, by which their 
Minds are governed as Well as theit Bodies; which animates 
them in every Undertaking for the publick Good, by giving 
them Hopes of the Favour and Providence of GO D co- ope- 
rating with them in it, as well as draws down his peculiar 
Notice and Cate upon a Nation, and detives many extraor- 
dinar 'Bleflin and. Deliverances from him, Which a State 
of Wicketari and freeligion prevents. NE 
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POLITICIANS, Lan Kalbe conſt Ar ee 1 but 

the Influence of ſecond Cauſes t upon a Nation Slap and 

are apt to aſcribe or allow hut very little to tlie Interpoſi ton of 
Providence. But we, muſt not be directed altogether by 0 
Reaſonings: For this 1 think is moſt undcniably: clear, that 2 
there be a juſt Governor of the W orld, he mult ſome time | - 
other diſcover his Interpoſition in favour of Virtue; and tothe. 

' Diſcountenance of Vice. And though this Interpoſition is 

not neceſſary in this World 1 5 reſpect to individual Men, 
yet with reſpect to Nations it is: Individuals may be reward 
ed or puniſhed, in another World, but Nations will be there 

quite loft, and diffolved; and therefore the Juſtice of Gop's 

_ Adminiſtration. with regard to ae er in 9 Word 23 
be e or not at m. ages : 5 i 


"a certain. then as we are that there is Bs the Re- 1 
warder of Good, and the Puniſher of Evil; ſo certain may _— 
we be, that the publick crying Sins of a Nation yill not 8 | 
long eſcape publick Judgments ; but that Go p will, ſooner 3 
or later, make a fruitful Land barren. for the Wi chedneſs ; 
of them that dwell therein. Jo uſe roar the Words of IF 
the Lok p, by the Prophet Jeremiah :-B "Ul mae 2 1 
O Jeruſalem, "et my. Soul depart from. 1 make © 1 
thee deſolate, a Land not Fa 7 A We 1288 any Re- - 
gard to our own, private Happineſs, as we are Members of 

| Society, any Concern for the publick Welfare, any Zeal and 

Deſire to procure the Blefling and Favour of Go b, or any 

Dread of the Severity of his Judgments; let us follow after 2 
that ke de the Fruit of Which, both in a natural and 4 
provi ential . will be Peace, and the Effect of it Quiet. | 1 
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\ - Þand& entance; and to 
1 15 our manifold and j 
8 ed) to turn kl bie! 


| Yevices or the Power 
EE : be our Rae! den | 1 Mercx, Haut 
1 for the Sake. of Gn | L i hem e, 

_ nd aver, Ah: ion edgy oh 3: 
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